
October 2023

From the desk of the President…

I would like to start off by saying thank you
for your confidence in electing me as
President of our great Downtown Alliance. I’d
also like to thank Trish and the rest of our
Board for helping to grow our group, we have
come a long way since John Paeno started
this organization.
I may be the current President, but this is by
no means my group, this Alliance belongs to
all of us, and as such I welcome your
comments and criticisms. I want to make sure everyone feels
represented.

I would like to hear from you all about what you think of our group,
what are we doing right, what could we do better, and if we are missing
something. I know we are all busy and there are only so many hours in
the day, so I am grateful our meetings are so well attended. I will try to
keep them relevant and something you feel is worth the time away
from your businesses and families.

As it is October, I hope all of you are able to participate in our “Trick ‘R
Treat Bonita” from 5-9pm on Halloween. Please contact Zach Smith
immediately to get in on this great family event to bring more people
to our downtown and discover what they have been missing. Please
see info below on how to sign up.

The City is also having a Halloween event on the 21st and is looking for
businesses to participate, it would be great if we were all able to do
both, but if you are only able to do one, I hope it would be ours on
Halloween. See below for info on how to participate in the city event.

Those of you that know me, know that I am not a talker, I’m definitely
a better listener. So I will always do my part of keeping things short
and sweet.

https://www.punchbowl.com/parties/4953d99815cc25bd6c85
https://www.cityofbonitasprings.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/841386594362266/?ref=newsfeed
https://www.facebook.com/events/695774982586583
https://www.facebook.com/events/333001742500615
https://www.facebook.com/events/695774982586583
https://www.facebook.com/events/695774982586583
https://www.google.com/maps/@26.3307881,-81.7800045,3a,75y,173h,84.97t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sEYm3rUQla4_rstY8KEIZSw!2e0!5s20190501T000000!7i13312!8i6656?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@26.3307881,-81.7800045,3a,75y,173h,84.97t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sEYm3rUQla4_rstY8KEIZSw!2e0!5s20190501T000000!7i13312!8i6656?entry=ttu


Thank you again for the honor of representing you all,
Mike Gibson
President, Bonita Springs Downtown Alliance  
 
Visit our website: https://bonitadowntownalliance.com/
​Follow us on Facebook @bonitaspringsdowntownalliance. 

October's meeting at Shangri-La Springs
inside the Harvest and Wisdom Dining Room

October's Meeting

Date: Tuesday, October 24th
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Location: Shangri-La Springs, 27750
Old 41 Rd

​Business Agenda:
5:30 pm- Social Hour

​& Cash Bar
Swearing in of Officers

Secretary's report
Introductions of guests

Speaker - Angel Cerritos, Bonita
Springs YMCA Executive

Director

RSVP HERE

Upcoming Events

https://bonitadowntownalliance.com/
mailto:trish@trishleonard.com


Join us Tuesday, October 31st for the First Trick or Treat

on Tuesday, October 31st from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. along Old
41. For more information contact Zach Smith, owner of
Ceremony Brewing -   zach@ceremonybrewing.com as

soon as possible. 
 

https://www.ceremonybrewing.com/
mailto:zach@ceremonybrewing.com






Meet your October Speaker

Angel Cerritos, YMCA Regional

Executive Director Bonita Springs

Angel Cerritos moved to Southwest Florida
about 3.5 years ago with his family from
Loudoun County, Virginia. He currently serves
as the Regional Executive Director for YMCA

of Southwest Florida, specifically at the Bonita Springs YMCA branch. He has
worked for the YMCA for nearly 18 years in various capacities. Through his



career with the YMCA he has had the opportunity to work with and partner with
local community leaders, local organizations, school systems, and YMCA staff
to introduce and expand programs and services. In his regional executive
director role he focuses on expanding the YMCA’s mission with the support of
the board and other community leaders to serve Lee County families
regardless of their inability to pay.
Angel holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Business Management. He is a
graduate of Leadership SWFL and recipient of the INCredible Award from
SWFL Inc. He is also involved in the community such as being a Rotary
member and Board Director at the Rotary Club of Bonita Naples. He serves on
the board of the SWFL Inc. as well as in the City of Bonita Springs’ Outreach
Committee. In Virginia, he was a recipient of the 40 under 40 award and was
awarded Top 30 Nonprofit Executives by The Community Foundation
(previously the Cape Coral Foundation) in 2021 for his work and leadership in
Lee County.
Angel strongly believes in the mission of the YMCA and is committed to
helping others find and bring out the same passion to make a great impact in
our community. 
He is looking forward to continuing to connect with the community to build
partnerships and collaborations to help build a better community for us all.

Learn More About The Bonita Springs YMCA Here

BDSA Member Spotlight

Bonita Springs YMCA
Welcome to the YMCA of Southwest Florida. We’re an inclusive, nonprofit
organization of men, women and children joined together by a shared
commitment to nurturing the potential of kids, promoting healthy living and
fostering a sense of social responsibility. We’re glad you’re here!
Every day, the Y strengthens communities for kids, adults, seniors and families
with programs that protect, teach, connect, heal nourish and encourage. It's

https://www.ymcaswfl.org/our-y


how we help communities and the "us" who live in them find the power of their
full potential.

(239) 221-7560

27200 Kent Rd Bonita Springs, FL 34135

Click to view the Website

2023-2025 Slate of Officers

President: Mike Gibson
Vice President: Bonnie Whittemore

Secretary: Susie Sayger
Treasurer: Lee Bellamy

 Immediate Past President: Trish Leonard
Directors: Peggy Baker, Sophie Leroux, Candice -Sebring-Kelber,

Kyle Moran, Jim Magnus, Alyona Ushe 

Thank you to our Evening Sponsor:

John Jenkins
If you are interested in sponsoring a future meeting,

Call : Mike Gibson (239) 287-3648.

Bonita Springs YMCA 2007 THEN

Bonita Springs YMCA 2022 NOW

https://www.ymca.org/locations/bonita-springs-ymca


We have watched wonderful businesses enter our growing
Downtown Bonita Springs the past few years. Thank you for

helping us grow Downtown Bonita!

City of Bonita Springs Contacts:
CITYMEETINGS@cityofbonitasprings.org- For City Agenda Items Only

Mayor Rick Steinmeyer Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org

Councilwoman Jamie Bogacz jamie.bogacz@cityofbonitasprings.org  ( District 1)

Councilman Jesse Purdon jesse.purdon@cityofbonitasprings.org  ( District 2)
 
Councilwoman Laura Carr  laura.carr@cityofbonitasprings.org ( District 3)

Councilman Chris Corrie chris.corrie@cityofbonitasprings.org  ( District 4)

Councilman Nigel Fulllick nigel.fullick@cityofbonitasprings.org; (District 5)
 
Councilman: Fred Forbes fred.forbes@cityofbonitasprings.org  ( District 6)
 
City Manager: Arleen Hunter  arleen.hunter@cityofbonitasprings.org

TLC Marketing and Creative Services is proud to produce the BSDA
monthly Newsletter.

If you would like to have a professionally designed newsletter or
email campaign, contact Chastity Culver, B.A. at TLC Marketing and

Creative Services at chastity@trishleonard.com or call
​(239) 405-8115. Click here to view the website.

NOT A BSDA MEMBER? - CLICK BELOW

Application

https://www.google.com/maps/@26.3414398,-81.7790263,3a,75y,242.65h,87.67t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sZhIKCs_HJtNgOnHVPpAf_Q!2e0!5s20071201T000000!7i3328!8i1664
mailto:CITYMEETINGS@cityofbonitasprings.org-
mailto:Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:jamie.bogacz@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:Rick.steinmeyer@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:jesse.purdon@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:chris.corrie@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:nigel.fullick@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:fred.forbes@cityofbonitasprings.org
mailto:arleen.hunter@cityofbonitasprings.org
http://www.tlcmarketing-events.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/c08db2d8501/caa10ebf-7ab7-43c3-a59b-782573d4e221.pdf?rdr=true


Bonita Springs Downtown Alliance
PO Box 367553

Bonita Springs, FL 33936
239.398.9999

Trish Leonard, Immediate Past President |
trish@trishleonard.com

 

Visit our website

CONNECT WITH US

  

TLC Marketing and Creative Services | 9148 Bonita Beach Road, Ste 201, Bonita Springs, FL
34135

Unsubscribe trish@trishleonard.com

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent bytrish@trishleonard.compowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

http://bonitadowntownalliance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Bonita-Springs-Downtown-Alliance-620518001451424/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:trish@trishleonard.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

